Topic: Home and Leisure
SIM card to prevent cyberbullying
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	A new mobile phone SIM card released by Bemilo may help parents control their children's mobile phone use. The system, which works on Vodafone's network, allows the phone to be remotely controlled using a computer.

Parents can log in on the company's web site and access the SIM card's features, including switching the phone on and off, disabling contact from specified phone numbers, and restricting use during specified time periods (such as during the school day). It also allows text messages to be read.

Bemilo say the card will help reduce several problems associated with mobile phone use amongst the young, such as a lack of sleep due to late night text messaging and calls, and bullying – which is a rising problem. 

Research has shown that 25% of children have experienced bullying via mobile phone, and 40% of teenagers with a mobile phone are sleep deprived. This can lead to related problems including poor academic performance.

The manufacturers say the phone can also reduce the growing problem of 'sexting' – where users – particularly girls – are pressured into send explicit photos of themselves to other phone users. Family charities have welcomed the development of the phone.

The ability to block access to undesirable web sites is also a feature many parents will appreciate – particularly with the growing rise of Internet access on phones. One problem with traditional computer or router based filters is that they have been unable to filter content once the child leaves the house with their phone.

Bemilo say a key advantage of their system is that unlike a mobile phone app, it cannot be disabled or circumvented by the phone user, providing greater reassurance for parents.


Based on the BBC News articles 'SIM card to help parents protect children from bullying', http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-18144038
