Topic: Health
Emergency workers scan QR codes for quick access to health info
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	Paramedics in Marin County, California, are trialling a new system they hope will save lives. They have teamed up with Lifesquare to encourage residents to place special stickers containing QR codes on their person or belongings (for example, a motorcyclist's crash helmet).

QR codes are similar to bar codes but can contain more data, such as a short piece of text. They are often used to store a URL for advertising purposes. A mobile phone with a camera takes a photo of the QR code, which is then analysed decoded.

Patients collect the Lifesquare stickers at a local pharmacy, then log into a secure web site and enter their medical details. The web site generates the QR codes using these details and the user prints them out and sticks them in a prominent position, such as on a crash helmet or in a wallet. In the event of an accident, paramedics can quickly scan the codes with a mobile phone to reveal the patient's vital medical. Paramedics throughout the county are being given iPhones for this purpose.

Paramedics hope the system will be useful in cases where accident victims are unconscious and so unable to provide staff their medical history. Patients with previous medical histories, those who are taking certain medications, and those who are allergic to particular drugs, are particularly vulnerable to inappropriate treatment which could have serious long term medical consequences.

Marin County is also planning to upgrade its existing Electronic Medical Record (EMR) system to interact directly with the iPhones. This could mean that paramedics scan a patient's QR code, which identifies them and enables access to their full medical records stored on a hospital's central computer.

Lifesquare said the greatest challenge with the new system would be convincing people to sign up for the system, given privacy fears. However, they said the web site used by the new system is secure and compared the system to other private data held in both private and government databases.


Based on the Computer World article 'Emergency workers scan QR codes for quick access to health info' http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9227599/Emergency_workers_scan_QR_codes_for_quick_access_to_health_info
