Topic: Politics
Olympic Police plan Facial Recognition System
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	In England, the Metropolitan Police have tested facial recognition software which they plan to use for the 2012 London Olympic games. 

The riots in cities across England in the summer of 2011 gave the police the ideal environment to test the system. The software, which is used alongside traditional investigation methods, uses facial recognition techniques to compare images of people taken by CCTV cameras to a database containing images of known offenders. Images of faces are broken down into a grid and key features are compared. One police source said the system could also be used to compare footage with images found on the Internet. For best performance, the system requires relatively high quality images to be available.

In the 2011 riots, a large amount of the video images used were taken from existing CCTV cameras and from police surveillance teams who recorded the riots as they happened. However, many of the images were of low quality and could not be processed by the system.

In the Olympics, officials plan to video record all fans both as they enter the stadium and as they are inside watching the games, as well as in the streets around key Olympic venues. 

Police and Olympic officials plan to use the system to ensure the games go smoothly by identifying potential troublemakers in the stadium. There has been significant concern about possible disruption to the games from hooligans, protest groups, and terrorists.

The automated system allows faces to be check much more rapidly than traditional methods. However, it will only find a match if a suspect has previously had their photograph taken by police – which is currently only done for convicted criminals.


Based on the news article “Facial recognition to be used for London Olympics” available at: http://sports.ndtv.com/othersports/othersports/item/176964-london-riots-facial-recognition-to-be-used-for-2012-olympics
