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Digital Photo Manipulation
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	22 July 2005. Jean Charles de Menezes, an innocent civilian, was shot dead by Metropolitan Police in London's Stockwell tube station after they mistook him for suspected terrorist Hussain Osman. At the time London was on high alert after attempted bombings on its transport system the previous day. Police claimed that officers mistook de Menezes for Osman because the two look so similar, and shot him because they felt he presented an immediate threat to the safety of civilians.
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	17 October 2007. In the Old Bailey court for the inquest into de Menezes' killing, Metroplitan Police officers presented a composite digital image showing a side-by-side comparison of de Menezes' and Osman's faces, to illustrate the similarities between the two. The Metropolitan Police's defence rests on this similarity, which led to their fatal error.
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	However, prosecuting Queen's Counsel Clare Montgomery told the court that the comparison images had been digitally manipulated to look more alike than they really were. She claimed the faces had been stretched and resized in order to make their dimensions match, and that the composite image had less “definition” and detail than either of the original images. A forensics expert produced a second composite comparison without these changes, resulting in an image where the two faces did not align, and where there were clear differences in size, detail, and skin tone.

	20
	The defence denied the accusations of digital manipulation, saying the images, which had been taken from an ID card and a police surveillance photo, had only been brightened to “improve definition” and then presented using Microsoft's PowerPoint software.
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	The allegation of digital manipulation is a serious one and, if proven, could potentially land the Metropolitan Police in serious trouble. The case also highlights the potential problems of digital manipulations when photographic evidence is used in court, the ease with which such manipulations are performed, and the difficulties of detecting them.


Based on the news article “De Menezes composite picture 'was manipulated'” by James Orr, available at: http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2007/oct/17/menezes

